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THE FORUM

SECRETARY'S RECORD OF THE FIRST ANNUAL CONVENTION

THE convention was called to order- on Friday, November 26?

at 9:00 A.M., by President J. M. O'NeilL In the absence
of E B. Glslason, University of Minnesota, Secretary of the
Association, EL S* Woodward, Western Reserve University, was
appointed Secretary.

The following program was carried out:

FRIDAY FORENOON, NOVEMBER 26

President's Address: "The Professional Outlook n

J. M. O'NEILL, University of Wisconsin
"The Freshman Course in Public Speaking"

WILBUR JONES KAY, Washington and Jefferson College, Pennsylvania
Discussion: MRS. PERLE SHALE KINGSLEY, University of Denver, Colorado
Open Discussion: WINANS, Cornell University; WOOLBERT, University of

Illinois; Miss AUSTIN, Central High School, St. Paul; RARIG, Uni-
versity of Minnesota; BLANTON, University of Wisconsin; Miss JOHN-

SON, University pf Wisconsin; CLARK, University of Chicago
"The Oratorical Contest—A Shot in the Dark"

R.. B. DENNIS, Associate Director, School of Oratory, Northwestern
University, Illinois

Discussion: Miss ROSE EVELYN BAKER, Cornell College, Iowa
Open Discussion: FULTON, Ohio Wesleyan University; WOODWARD, Western

Reserve University; KAY, Washington and Jefferson College
"The Choice of Plays"

ALEX M. DRUMMOND, Cornell University, New York
Open Discussion: CLARK, University of Chicago; Miss AUSTIN, St. Paul;

Miss JOHNSON, University of Wisconsin; Miss BABCOCK, University of
Utah; FULTON, Ohio Wesleyan University; Miss THOMPSON, South
Bend

FRIDAY AFTERNOON, NOVEMBER 26

No Meeting

The Public Speaking Section of the National Council of Teachers of English
in session, North Room, Auditorium Hotel, at 2:00 o'clock

Q
ua

rt
er

ly
 J

ou
rn

al
 o

f 
Sp

ee
ch

 1
91

6.
2:

83
-8

7.



84 THE QUARTERLY JOURNAL OP PUBLIC SPEAKING

FRIDAY EVENING, NOVEMBER 26

WHAT ACTION OUGHT THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION TO TAKE IN REGARD TO:

1. Standardized Rules for Intercollegiate Debate?
DR. D. W. REDMOND, The Colege of the City of New York.

The following resolutions were offered by Dro Redmond:
Resolved, 1. That as a first step in the direction of standardization

of academic debate, students shall be allowed to present only such con-
clusions as rest upon fact as a basis, and that facts shall be obtained from
an ultimate source.

2, That in academic debate it shall be considered to be the business
of the negative as weE as the affirmative to offer some constructive plan*

Discussion: KAY, Washington and Jefferson; RARIG, University of
Minnesota; PRICE, ; SAKETT, University of Illinois; CONRADS

Culver Military Academy*
By vote of the convention Resolution No, 1 was defeated*
By vote of the convention Resolution No* 2 was carried,.

2o The Improvement of Speaking Contests in High Schools ?
Miss LOUISE ELINOR LYNCH, Gary High School, Indiana*

The following resolutions were offered by Miss Lynch:
Assuming that it is the aim and purpose of the National Association

of the Academic Teachers of Public Speaking to take active interest in
all the departments represented by the profession, and since the public
speaking contests in high schools are not conducted on a satisfactory
basis, the following resolutions are offered:

Resolved, 1. That a committee be appointed or elected to arrange for
representation of the teachers of public speaking in the National Educa-
tion Association.

2o That a committee be appointed to formulate rules governing all
high-school contests.

3» That all high-school associations be advised that if public speaking
contests are held in accordance with these rales, the Association will sub-
mit names of members who may be secured as judges.
By vote of the convention a l three resolutions were carried.

3. College-Entrance Requirements in Reading and Speaking?
Ho H, WADE, Mercersburg Academy, Pennsylvania.

The following resolution was introduced by Mr* Wade:
Resolved, That the National Association of the Academic Teachers of

Public Speaking, recognizing intelligent reading and clear expression as
fundamental needs in aE branches of education; recognizing a present
need for a higher standard of reading and speaking in our schools; and
believing that this can best be achieved by the -adoption of entrance
requirements on the part of universities and colleges; does hereby express
its belief in the need and value of such requirements, and approves the
following action tending to bring them into existence:

1. The President of this Association shall appoint a committee of
five members to act in conjunction with him in such action as shall be
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THE FORUM 85

deemed necessary in bringing about the adoption of college-entrance
requirements in reading and speaking,

20 The activities of this committee shall not be limited except as they
shaE be instructed to consider, among other points brought up by the
Association, the following topics:

a) The present status of reading and speaking as preparatory subjects.
b) Relation of reading and speaking to other branches of education.
c) The means of making college-entrance requirements generally

effective.
d) A basis upon which colleges should build their requirements.

Discussion: KAY; RARIG; MISS AUSTIN; HOUGHTON, University of
Wisconsin; Miss BABCOCK.

On motion by Rarig it was voted to amend the resolution by substituting
the word "granting" for "adoption" and the word "credits" for "require-
ments."

By vote of the convention the resolution was adopted as amended.
It was voted on motion made by Gaylord that the following committees

be appointed: Nominations, 5 members; Constitution, 5 members: Auditing,
3 members.

President O'Neill appointed the following:
Committee on Nominations: REDMOND (chairman), KETCHAM,

MERRY, MISS AUSTIN, WOOLBERT.

Committee on Constitution: LANE (chairman), TRUEBLOOD, GAY-

LORD, WINANS, NELSON.

Auditing Committee: MCKIE (chairman), JOHNSTONE, WOODWARD*

4. The Practice of Publishing and Distributing Briefs, Outlines, Speeches,
etc., to Debating Teams in Schools and Colleges ?

VICTOR ALVIN KETCHAM, Ohio State University.
The following resolutions were introduced by Mr. Ketcham:

Resolved, 1. That a committee be appointed by the President to
formulate a definite policy regarding the publication and distribution of
briefs, debates, and orations, and to propose practical measures for
carrying out that policy.

2. That this committee be governed in its work by the following
instructions:

a) That the object of the measures proposed shall be to encourage
the publication and distribution of briefs, debates, and orations.

h) That the committee obtain written opinions on any proposed
recommendations from those persons now engaged in editing and publish-
ing briefs, debates, and orations or conducting bureaus from which such
material may be obtained.

c) That some practical plan be proposed by which the best material
may be selected and made available to all schools and colleges.

Discussion: CONRAD, Culver Military Academy.
Resolution No. 1 was adopted.
It was voted on motion by Winans to lay Resolution No. 2 on the table*
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5. Establishing a Summer School for Teachers ?
I. L* WINTER, Harvard University, Massachusetts.,

The following resolution was introduced by Mr* Winter:
Resolved, that under the auspices of this Association a summer school

for teachers be established.
It was voted on amendment by substitution made by Redmond that the

subject of a summer school for teachers be placed in the hands of the Execu-
tive Committee of the Association for consideration, report to be made at
the next meeting of the Association.

It was voted on amendment made by Gaylord that this committee be
empowered to establish a conference of teachers the coming summer if the
members find it advisable.

"

"

"

A Buffet Supper and Reception.

SATURDAY FORENOON, NOVEMBER 27

Interpretative Presentation versus Impersonative Presentation"
Miss MAUD MAY BABCOCK, University of Utah.

Discussion: S* H. CLARK, University of Chicago.
Open Discussion: MCKIE, FULTON, MISS JOHNSON, REDMOND, RAKIG,

KAY, WINTER.

It was voted on motion made by Rarig that a committee of three or five
be appointed to present at the next meeting of the Association a report
on the subject of Miss Babcock's paper.

Research Problems in Voice and Speech?J

DR. SMILEY BLANTON, University of Wisconsin.
Discussion: CHARLES H. WGOLBERT, University of Illinois.

Research Problems in the Science of Speech Making"
JOSEPH S. GAYLORD, Winona Normal School, Minnesota*

Discussion: GEORGE MCKIE, University of North Carolinao
Open Discussion: BLANTON, CLARK,

SATURDAY AFTERNOON, NOVEMBER 27

Business Meeting

The Committee on Constitution (Lane, chairman) made its report* It
was voted that the report be so amended as to provide for the, following stand-
ing committees: Research, 7 members; Membership, 3 members. It was
voted to adopt the report as amended.

The Committee on Nominations (Redmond, chairman), reported as fol-
lows:

President: Jo A. WINANS, Cornell University.
Vice-President, J. L. LARDNER, Northwestern University*
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Secretary, MRS. PERLE S. KINGSLEY, University of Denver.
Treasurer, H. S. WOODWARD, Western Reserve University.
Editor of the Quarterly Journal of Public Speaking, J. M. O'NEILL,

University of Wisconsin.
Associate Editors: L. E. BASSETT, Leland Stanford Junior University;

ALEX M. DRUMMOND, Cornell University; C. H. WOOLBERT,

University of Illinois.
Business Manager, H. S. WOODWARD.

It was voted that the report be adopted. It was voted that the Secretary
be instructed to cast the vote of the Association for nominees of the committee.

The Treasurer's report was made by Glenn N. Merry. It was voted that
the report be received and placed on file.

The Auditing Committee (McKie, chairman) reported its approval of the
Treasurer's accounts. I t was voted to accept the report of the Auditing Com-
mittee.

It was voted that the Business Manager be empowered to appoint an
agent' in each state to promote the campaign for memberships and subscrip-
tions.

Protest was made by Kay and Conrad against the action taken Friday
evening in adopting the following resolution offered by Dr. Redmond:

Resolved, That in academic debate it shall be considered to be the business
of the negative as well as the affirmative to offer some constructive plan.

It was voted on motion made by Redmond that the resolution be recon-
sidered. Discussion by Sarett, Kay, Gaylord, O'Neill, Redmond. It was
voted that the resolution be laid on the table for one year.

It was voted that the time and place of the next meeting be left to the
Executive Committee.

The Research Committee (Gaylord, chairman) made a partial report.
Adjournment.
(NOTE.—Over sixty teachers were present, representing forty-one institu-

tions, located in fourteen states.)
H. S. WOODWARD, Secretary pro iem.

THE NEW COMMITTEES

fTIHE first two committees on the following list were elected at
•*• the annual convention in November. The other commit-

tees have been appointed by President Winans. An endeavor has
been made in organizing these committees to have a nucleus of
each within reach of the chairman, with other members in more
distant sections.
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